POETRY
HOOD, THOMAS (1799-1845)
The only poet except Beddoes (see p 227) with real quality between Keats and Tennyson, and with an unusual combination of comic and serious genius Too much of his time was necessarily spent on hack-work, but even of this there is little which is entirely without value His senous poetry has, on the whole, been ousted by his comic, but the Ode to Autumn is a fine piece of work The Song of the Shirt, a bitter protest against sweated labour, first appeared in Punch in 1843 Of his other graver poems, Eugene Aram is perhaps the best known
Odes and Addresses (with John Hamilton Reynolds), 1825
The Plea of the Midsummer Fairies, 1827
Whims and Oddities, 1826, 1827
Comic Annuals, 1830-9 (re-issued as Hood's Own)
Up the Rhine,  1839
Complete Works, 1862, 1869, 1882-4
Much of Hood's work appeared in The London Magazine, of which he was sub-editor 1821-3, The New Monthly Magazine, of which he was editor 1841-3, Hood's Monthly Magazine and
Punch
A memoir (not good) by his son and daughter was published in 1860 The biographical and critical sketch by Canon Ainger, published as preface to a selection of the humorous poems in 1897, is good
PRAED, WINTHROP MACKWORTH (1802-39) Collected Poems, edited by Derwent Golendge, 1864 Political and Occasional Poems, ed Sir George Young, 1888 Praed was the first and perhaps the most brilliant writer of light verse and vers de societf in the period, the master of Locker-Lampson, Lang, Dobson, Calverley, Seaman and others It is not only as a comic versifier, however, that he is important in the poetic tradition, for his experiments in metre did much to break the old prosodic fetters
TUPPER, MARTIN (1810-89)
Proverbial Philosophy, 1838 (expanded into four series, 1839-76) My Life as an Author, 1886
Tupper was not a poet, but his flat lines have become proverbial in more than one sense, and he deserves to be recorded as one of the remarkable phenomena of the nineteenth century Andrew Lang dealt fairly and wittily with him in his Letters to Dead Authors A specimen of his rhymed verse, with comments, may be
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